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arabica* biting may depend on rainfall patterns. The number of vectors is greater during the wet season as there are more pools of water supporting the breeding of these vectors \[[@B5]\]. A study conducted in
the Indian state of Kerala, from 1990 to 1992 during the dry season, suggested that the optimum vector density for transmission of *Leishmania* spp. is as high as 400-500 per man per night \[[@B19]\]. These
high vector densities have been shown to occur in regions of high malaria endemicity in East Africa \[[@B5]\]. This is supported by the observation that the biting period of the vectors was longer during the dry
seasons compared with the wet seasons. The high vector densities, in turn, lead to larger populations of infected sandflies, higher vector infectivity, greater likelihood of infection within a host at any given time
and enhanced disease transmission. The majority of the households included in this study had older children (10-14 years). This is in accordance with the national age of entry into primary school which is at 7
years. Thus, many of the older children in these households were attending primary school, which shows that age alone is not an indicator of schooling attainment. Schooling attainment is an indicator of
socioeconomic status, which in turn is an indicator of household wealth \[[@B11]\]. The wealth of households, in this study, was generally poor, as indicated by the low ownership of sanitary facilities, the absence
of bed nets and the lack of treatment of drinking water. Insecticide treated bed nets are an important preventive measure against malaria \[[@B15]\], but access to these nets can be limited because of the high
cost of treatment and distribution. Similar challenges have been reported in other studies
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